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Wayne’s computer class is held the second Monday of every month at 7 p.m. Three topics at a recent class included:

Cheap smartphone

A cheap smartphone was discovered, the Android Motorola Moto G4. Only $150, yet highly rated by Cnet and PC Magazine. Its 32GB internal memory can be expanded to 128GB for all your photos and videos. It can charge six hours of power in 15 minutes with “TurboPower.” It utilizes “NFC.”

NFC—what dat?

NFC raised many eyebrows, as in “What the heck is it?” Attendees’ eyes widened after discovery of what “near-field communication” is and does with a “tag” disc.

Usually a smartphone is used to communicate with another electronic device such as a

small disc with a microchip or maybe a cash register. The “tag” disc can be programed

with a string of commands to set your phone settings or do something like set the alarm. You just wave your device near the “tag” disc.

An analogy might be a macro or batch file (remember those?). “Mobile Wallet” is on its way into the mainstream, and you guessed it—NFC. 

Still not clear? See this YouTube video, “Top 5 NFC Features: Explained.” It’s cool.

Malware attacks beyond your computer

Malware is attacking DVRs, TVs, routers, and other IoT devices. The bad guys can conceivably alter the device. When shopping, consider the security track record of the company. Maybe buying the cheapest router could turn expensive.

So, what is “IoT” …the Internet of Things. These IoTs encompass hardware (pacemakers to automobiles to baby monitors), software, service, and the data. Home automation is an integral part of IoT.

PS: One last tip I didn’t mention in class yet: I like the way this browser extension, called

Priceblink, works on Firefox. It finds the best price when you are shopping. I’ve loaded it on to my desktop.
